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THE ALI MOHAMED SOURCEBOOK
The tale of Ali Mohamed is the most tantalizing and complex story in the history of al
Qaeda's war against America. It is also one of the most misreported.
Mohamed was a consummate sleeper agent. He was a member of Egyptian Islamic
Jihad and he worked for al Qaeda, training its top leaders, including Osama bin Laden.
He also infiltrated the U.S. homeland -- years before American authorities even knew
that war had been set into motion against them. Ali Mohamed joined the Army and was
stationed at the sensitive Fort Bragg installation.
From his base in North Carolina, he traveled to New York to train members of a
Brooklyn jihad cell that would eventually carry out the World Trade Center bombing, and
his fingerprints can be found on the road to 9/11. But the prosecution of his case -- or
lack thereof -- raises serious questions about the FBI's understanding of the terrorist
threat during the 1990s.
Mohamed identified al Qaeda to the FBI by its name -- in 1993. Yet a Joint
Congressional Inquiry into 9/11 could find no documents containing the name "al Qaeda"
in government archives before 1996.
Mohamed also served as an FBI informant and had a relationship with the CIA. He
may have recruited several U.S. military and/or Special Forces members into al Qaeda -a subject of ongoing investigation by INTELWIRE. He helped plan al Qaeda's 1998 East
African embassy bombings, and my investigation reveals that he may also have been the
mastermind of the first World Trade Center attack.
But you can judge for yourself. Compiled here for the first time are the primary sources
on Ali Mohamed, including never-before-published trial testimony excerpts and
exclusive documents.
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I have also provided three bonus chapters consisting of my analysis of Mohamed's
career. These are based in part on my work as lead researcher for a 2006 National
Geographic Channel documentary on Mohamed, but the Egyptian spy had been on my
radar for years before. The reasons for my initial interest will eventually become clear in
a future story to be published on INTELWIRE -- a story that may well have deep and
disturbing ramifications for the historical record.
Mohamed was a master manipulator and an accomplished liar. Because of the
complexity -- and inherent dishonesty -- embedded in his story, there are many errors,
distortions and outright lies in circulation about Mohamed and his career.
I hope that by providing a large chunk of the primary source material on Ali Mohamed,
journalists, future historians and interested readers will be able to judge -- and uncover -some of the truth for themselves.
-- J.M. Berger
--- J.M. Berger

Introduction

iv

Index of Documents
WHO IS ALI MOHAMED?............................................................................................................... 1
(Brief overview by J.M. Berger )
ALI MOHAMED AND WTC 1993................................................................................................... 3
(Overview of Mohamed's role and analysis by J.M. Berger; many of the
sources for this article are contained in this volume)
ALI MOHAMED AND 9/11.............................................................................................................. 13
(Overview of Mohamed's links to the plot, and analysis by J.M. Berger;
many of the sources for this article are contained in this volume)
THE COLEMAN AFFIDAVIT.......................................................................................................... 13
(A document detailing Mohamed's activities as part of his 1998 arrest
and indictment; written by FBI Special Agent Dan Coleman, this
document contains incredible detail and forms the basis for most
credible reports of Mohamed's career)
ALI MOHAMED'S KNOWN ALIASES........................................................................................... 35
(Compiled by J.M. Berger from various court records and sources )
TESTIMONY OF MOHAMED'S COMMANDING OFFICER AT FORT BRAGG ....................... 36
(Mohamed's commander at Fort Bragg was called as a witness in U.S.
v. Rahman, a conspiracy trial for nearly a dozen terrorists linked to the
1993 World Trade Center bombing )
STATEMENTS BY ALI MOHAMED IN FT. BRAGG VIDEO SEMINAR ................................... 63
(In a strange twist, Mohamed starred in a video seminar on the Middle
East sponsored by the JFK Special Warfare School at Fort Bragg.
Some excerpts of his shockingly blunt comments are included.)
TESTIMONY FROM AN ALI MOHAMED TRAINEE .................................................................. 66
(From U.S. v Rahman, this testimony describes Mohamed's presence as
a trainer at al Qaeda camps in Afghanistan during 1992 -- the same
period that World Trade Center bomber Ramzi Yousef was plotting out
his attack on New York in the same complex of camps; this testimony
also contains the first-ever reference to Osama bin Laden during open
session in a U.S courtroom)
ALLEGATIONS ABOUT MOHAMED'S COLLABORATION WITH US GOV'T ........................ 205
(Closing remarks by defense attorney Roger Stavis during US v.
Rahman lay out a series of allegations in which the defense suggests
Mohamed trained New York City based terrorists with the implicit
sanction of the U.S. government )
MOTION TO NAME MOHAMED A 'MISSING WITNESS' .......................................................... 234
(This defense motion during U.S. v. Rahman takes on a special
meaning in light of the following entry. In short, the defense could not
locate Mohamed to compel his testimony -- but the U.S. attorney
prosecuting the case knew exactly where Mohamed could be found.
This knowledge did not come out during the Rahman trial -- it only
emerged in the 2001 U.S. v. bin Laden prosecution.)

Introduction

v

1994-1995 CONTACTS BETWEEN MOHAMED AND JUSTICE DEPARTMENT ..................... 235
(See preceding item. This stipulation, introduced during US v bin
Laden, explains that both the FBI and the US Attorney had contact with
Ali Mohamed during preparation for US v Rahman, even though the
defense in that case could not locate him -- on the face of it, this is a
significant Brady violation vis a vis the Rahman trial, although
complete record might explain the apparent disconnect.)
TESTIMONY FROM ANOTHER ALI MOHAMED TRAINEE ..................................................... 237
(From U.S. v bin Laden, al Qaeda informant L'Houssaine Kherchtou
describes his training with Ali Mohamed during the early 1990s. He
paints a vivid picture of the regimen of training, as well as Mohamed's
personality -- including a penchant for swearing.)
MOHAMED'S 1995 DISPUTE WITH AL QAEDA ......................................................................... 258
(In about 1995, Ali Mohamed became the subject of friction within al
Qaeda, as some key members of the organization began to suspect that
he was collaborating with the U.S. government. Two sources are
provided here; a third source suggested the dispute involved money.
Despite all this, Mohamed still performed various tasks for global
terrorists after 1995, but his activities were significantly curtailed.)
FBI'S SEARCH OF ALI MOHAMED'S HOME AND COMPUTER............................................... 260
(An FBI agent describes the contents of Ali Mohamed's house after an
August 1998 search, including files taken from Mohamed's computer. )
ALI MOHAMED PLEA HEARING ................................................................................................. 287
(Ali Mohamed pleads guilty and details some of his interactions with
Osama bin Laden and Ayman Al-Zawahiri )
STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS RELEASE COVERING MOHAMED'S PLEA ........................... 311
(Mohamed's plea bargain as depicted in U.S. propaganda distributed
by the State Department.)
U.S. ARMY: GITMO DETAINEES PLAY BY ALI MOHAMED'S BOOK ................................... 315
(One of Mohamed's most important contributions to al Qaeda was
writing and compiling al Qaeda's terrorist training manuals. One of
these -- the Manchester Manual, written by Mohamed and excerpted
below -- teaches captured terrorists how to counter interrogation. US
Army officials said they see the tactics outlined in the book at work
among Guantanamo Bay's al Qaeda detainees.)
THE MANCHESTER MANUAL (BY ALI MOHAMED) ............................................................... 317
(Sources confirm that Mohamed was the author of al Qaeda's infamous
"Manchester Manual," aka "Military Studies in the Jihad Against the
Crusaders and Tyrants. The excerpt reprinted here was approved for
public release by the U.S. Justice Department.)
STATEMENT OF PATRICK FITZGERALD TO 9/11 COMMISSION.......................................... 345
(US Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald -- the Justice Department's top expert
on al Qaeda -- had a few things to say about Ali Mohamed during his
prepared statement before the 9/11 Commission.)
COMPLETE DOCKET US v ALI A. MOHAMED .......................................................................... 351
(Note that Mohamed's sentencing has not taken place. )

