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THE BENEVOLENCE INTERNATIONAL
FOUNDATION SOURCEBOOK
In the history of criminal prosecutions in the War on Terror, there are only two
criminal cases which have provided Americans with a real window into the history and
origins of al Qaeda -- the infamous U.S. v. Bin Laden prosecution (for the East African
embassy bombings) and U.S. v. Arnaout (including predecessor case, U.S. v. Benevolence
International Foundation).
The Benevolence International Foundation was a U.S.-based charity founded in the
early 1990s and eventually located in Chicago, Ill. The charity was shut down after
September 11 and its president, Enaam Arnaout was prosecuted. (Arnaout eventually cut
a plea deal that did not require him to admit to assisting al Qaeda.)
Documents filed in the case provided a great deal of information about al Qaeda's
formative years, because Arnaout was alleged to be one of its earliest members and other
alleged BIF employees -- such as Mohamed Loay Bayazid, a.k.a. Abu Rida al Suri -were among al Qaeda's founders. The documents also tied Benevolence to some of
Osama bin Laden's closest associates, including his brother-in-law Mohammed Jamal
Khalifa and hardened Afghan war veteran Wali Khan Amin Shah.
In the 365 pages of documents contained in this volume, you will read of al Qaeda's
founding -- including the minutes of its first ever meeting, reproduced here in the original
Arabic and in an English translation.
Many of the documents in this collection have never been published before, including
business and tax filings related to Benevolence, detention memos for Arnaout and a bill
of particulars detailing some of the charges the government planned to bring prior to the
plea arrangement. The latter document in particular provides a great deal of new
information about the former al Qaeda operatives who today are collaborating with the
U.S. in the War on Terror.
--- J.M. Berger
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